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Model Demonstration of Equitable Partnerships Across Tiers and Home (E-PATH) 
 
This model demonstration project was developed to address the need for equitable family 
partnerships between schools and underserved families of children with disabilities by leveraging 
a school’s existing multi-tiered system of support (MTSS) framework to center the voices and 
needs of these families and establish equitable partnerships across school and home. 
 

Design and implementation of the E-PATH model is facilitated by a collaborative team of project staff (UConn), the 
Technical Assistance Organization, the parent center, and the participating school. We will collaborate with each school 
site to co-develop, train, and coach the E-PATH model, with each school leveraging existing MTSS systems and structures 
to enhance engagement of underserved families of students with disabilities. Readiness and implementation activities 
are outlined below and are subject to revision as we refine the model.  

Year 1 Spring Example Readiness Activities 

o Expansion of the school leadership team to include several family members, including one or more family members 
of underserved students with disabiliOes, and the military liaison(s) serving families in their school community,   

o Developing or revising a mission statement that highlights family engagement as an established priority a  
o IdenOfying 2 family engagement facilitators within the school team  
o Assess strengths and needs through targeted family focus groups and parent survey 
o Benchmark data collec:on (e.g., family responsiveness and aSendance, school climate, student outcomes) 

 
Year 2 School Year Example Sessions/Content 

Fall Co-Development Session   Winter Co-Development Session   Spring Co-Development Session  
Goal: establish the conditions 
necessary for effective family 
engagement   

   

Goal: Strengthen the use of data, 
systems, and practices to work 
towards identified family 
engagement outcomes.    

Goal: Identify strategies to respond 
to new challenges and promote 
sustainability.   

o Evalua:on of current data 
collecOon, systems, and pracOces 
across seTngs  

o IniOal review of exisOng data   
o Establish precise engagement 

outcome(s) 
o Develop and enact a high-quality 

data collec:on plan  

o IdenOficaOon of priority items and 
allocaOon of resources  

o ExploraOon of best prac:ces to 
plan a MTSS approach for family 
engagement 

o School team works towards 
installa:on of pracOces 

o School team idenOfies and 
overcomes barriers to 
engagement   

o Data review of implementaOon 
efforts and impact 

o IdenOficaOon of next engagement 
outcome(s) 

o Establish plan for communica:on 
of outcomes and experience  

o Sustainability planning    

Fall, Winter, and Spring Coaching Sessions for Family Engagement Facilitators to provide site-specific problem-solving 
and support implementation fidelity 

   

 Year 3+ School Year(s)  

o ConOnued data collecOon (e.g., fidelity, social validity, family responsiveness and aSendance, student outcomes) 
o Ongoing technical assistance available as needed 
 


