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Model Demonstration of Equitable Partnerships Across Tiers and Home (E-PATH) 
 
This model demonstration project was developed to address the need for equitable family 
partnerships between schools and underserved families of children with disabilities by leveraging a 
school’s existing positive behavioral interventions and supports (PBIS) framework. We are 
partnering with schools that prioritize family engagement to co-develop and refine this model 
before making it publicly available to all schools. 
 

Why E-PATH? 
 

• Family-school partnerships enhance outcomes for families, teachers, and students,1 including students with disabiliIes.2  
• However, common and known barriers oKen interfere with meaningful family engagement.3  
• E-PATH leverages a widely implemented and empirically supported PBIS framework to address these barriers, enhance 

family engagement, and ulImately improve outcomes. 
 
What is the E-PATH Framework? 

 
If we design a framework that centers students and families with the 
greatest support needs, we design a framework with the potential to 
support all students and families. We consider universal supports for 
all, targeted supports for some, and individualized supports for a few 
families of students with disabilities, including families who are 
military connected.  
 

 
What are the “Essential Elements” of E-PATH?  
E-PATH builds into the Essential Elements of PBIS: equity, outcomes, systems, practices, and data.4 
In each tier, leadership teams will enhance equitable partnerships by:  
• Engaging underserved families and improving outcomes for students with disabiliIes 
• Building into and enhancing exisIng systems (e.g., teaming, training, & coaching structures)  
• SupporIng implementaIon of a conInuum of evidence-based family engagement pracIces 
• Using data to monitor and support progress 
 
What are the Goals of E-PATH? 

   
 

1 Christenson, 1995; Fan & Chen, 2001; Izzo et al., 1999; Smith et al., 2020; Swap, 1990 
2 Blackorby et al., 2007; Fefer et al., 2020 Goldman & Burke, 2017; Miedel & Reynolds, 1999; Musendo et al., 2023; Newman, 2005 
3 Garbacz et al., 2018; Weingarten et al., 2020; WiNe et al., 2021 
4 Center on PBIS, 2023 
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See www.pbis.org 
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What supports do all families of 
underserved students with disabili4es need?

What supports do some families of 
underserved students with disabili4es need?

What supports do a few families of 
underserved students with disabili4es need? 

Scan to Learn More  

https://www.pbis.org/resource/pbis-implementation-blueprint
http://www.pbis.org/

